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God’s  J  a  Jg*ment 


AGAINST 


Being  the  whole  Account  of  the  most  horrid 


Sir  William  Watts, 

Who  most  cruelly  Murdered 

U  is  Lady  and  two  small  Children, 

■j>  A1  -tSuiA *  •'  .  1  *  ■”  * 

For  which  he  was  Tried  and  Chst  at  the  last  Ass  fetes, 
and  executed  for  the  same-  With  the  solemn 


BccSaration  he  made  at  the  Pla«  e  of  Execution  j 

and  the  .Substance  of  t 

Sermon  preached  by  the  Re? .  Mr,  Bailor. 

:..r  "  \ti‘.  Mmwrntmiimmwto.  \.v 

IkiiCester :  Re-Pfiuted  by  T.  '0 


God’s  Just  J ttdg’ments, 


IN the  parlsfi  of  Miltertow,  near  Taunton,  In  ^<wwe»- 

SfetsHre,:ilted  one  Sir  \\  illiam  Watts,  a  .gentleman- of 
‘a  very  good  estate*  about  "2S  years  of  age.  He  married  & 
Tory  beautiful-/  young  woman  in  that  neighbourhood,  h j 
whom  he  had  thtee  child:  #  and  they  lived  Tory  loving¬ 
ly  toeethe  for  several  yeai  --  -i  l  the  Devil  raised  such  a 
spirit  of  jealousy  in  him,  that  he  could  not  rest  day  .or 
night;  fen  the  love  that  he  formerly  bore  to  her  -  r  m<t 
Into  hatred  and  malice,  and  ofhu  times  he  would  beat  a  ;(j 
nbttsefhei  in  a  very  iuhursviu  man  \er,  -saying,  the  child r  »n 
ihe  bare  to  him  were  all  ofthenn  oa  birds,  and  non*  of 
Jm;  and  would.  ©ftai\  threaUu  ®urder  her  and  an? 


(  S  ) 

Bastards,  t®  the  great  grief  of  tlia  poor  tender 
who  would  often  strive  to  pacify  'aim,  affirming,  t  mi 
Was  as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn  ;  but  all  was  tq  qo 
purpose.  t 

One  morning  as  he  was  walking  out  in  the  field,  stu  ff¬ 
ing  how  he  might  accomplish  his  wicked  design  to  ov-mt 
der  them,  the  Devil  appeared  to  him  in  the  shape  of  a! 
Nobleman,  and  sainted  him  in  a  very  complacent  manner, 
and  after  some  little  discourse,  looking  very  earnestly,  on. 
him,  said,  Sir,  I  perceive  you  are  unde,  ome  i  ron  id  c, 
and  therefore  pray  tell  me  what  it  is,  and  1  will  soo  ?  p  it 
you  in  a  way  to  get  rid  of  it.  You  dimk  that  your  wife 
is  a  whore,  and  youT children  are  all  bastards,  which  I 
know  to  be  true,  for  mine  were  t  .e  very  same,  bat  I 
soon  got  rid  of  that  trouble,  for  1  went,  home  and.  mur¬ 
dered  them  all  ;  and  as  1  had  a  good  estate  beyond  th© 
seas,  and  a  ship  of  my  own  ready  fo  sail,  [  went  on 
board  and  got  off,  where  I  have  lived  ever  since  very 
happy.  Now,  if  you’ll  be  ru ’d  by  me  go  home,  and  if 
youi  wife  is  gone  abroad,  send  your  servant  maid  to  call 
her  mistress,  and  then  kill  the  three  children,  add  the 
whore  your  wife  when  she  comes  home,  and  then  com© 
again  to  this  place  to  me.  Let  nothing  dismay  you,  for 
I  will  take  you  on  board  my  ship,  where  you  snail  live 
happy  and  enjoy  all  the  pleasures  this  life  can  afford. 

He  then  shewed  him  two  large  bags,  one  of  stiver  and 
#ie  other  of  gold;  the  wicked  wretch  took  the  Devi  Pa 
advice,  add  went  home  with  a  heart  full  of  most  barbarous 
and  bloody  cruelty  where  finding  none  but  his  servant 
maid,  as  toe  Devil  had  told  him,  he  seat  her  to  call  her 
mistress  ;  then  taking  the  bloody  knife  in  his  hand,  g 
up  stairs,  where  he.  found  his  three  children  lying  hast 
asleep  in  each  other’s  arms  ;  and  taking  the  youngest 
(being  a  boy)  by  the  hair  of  hifc  head,  cut  his -throat  from 
®ar  to  ear,  »xid  tnen  bud  him  on  the  iioor;  then  Making 


I 
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yenngest  girl,  he  cut  her  throat  in  the  same  siaaiii^ 
while  the  eldest  daughter  411  a  most  tender  manner  crieo^ 
O  my  father,  why  do  yon  kill  my  dear  brother?  He  told 
her  she  should  die  in  the  same  manner;  with  that  she 
fell  u'pon  her  knees,  add  begged  of  him,  for  God’s  sakf^ 

that  he  would  give  her  time  to  say  her  prayers .  y$ 

Which  k§  ceaseoted. 


f  •? 
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Child’s  Prayer, 


&  E  ERNAL  God,  and  most  fnemful  Father,  tak« 
pity  on  me  thy  child,  and  save  me  from  the  hands  of  my 
cruel  father,  who  hath  already  killed  my  dear  brother 
and  sister ;  and  pi  swerve  my  dear  mother  out  of  his  wick¬ 
ed  hands,  and  send  thy  angel  to  hold  his  bloody  , hand, 
that  he  may  not  proceed  further  fn  his  inhuman  cruelty. 

And  while  she  was  praying  there  was  heard  a  mighty 
¥©ice,  crying  out,  Hold  thy  hand,  thou  bloody  minded 
wretch,  the  Lord  hath  heard  the  prayers  of  the  innocent 
child  whom  thou  seekest  to  destroy  ;  thou  hast  siaii  al¬ 
ready  two  innocent  babes.,  whose  bloody  cryeth  for  ven¬ 
geance  again &t  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  tormented  in  ever¬ 
lasting  flames ;  for  the  Devil,  who  hath  deceived  thee, 
-can  do  thee  no  service  at  all. 

In  the  mean  time  time  the  poor  unfortunate  wife  came 
ip,  and  hearing  a  noise,  she  ran  up  stairs,  and  seeing  her 
two  babes  lie  bleeding  on  the  ground,  she  began  to  make 
an  outny,  he  running  to  her,  with  a  long  sharp  pointed 
knife,  stabbed,  her  three  times  in  the  jbody,  and  then  cut 
||@r  threat  from  car  to  ear,  ■ 


\  (  *  ) 

Uy  this  time  the  neighbours*  hearing  the  noise,  fim 
running  i  ■■,  and  found  him  standing  ju  die  corner  -  f  <# 
room,  and  not  having  power  to  move,  they  dnmeth  ■  s\y 
seized  on  him,  a  d  he  wa«  sent  to  Taunton  Gaol,  ana* 
deservedly  executed  tor  the  same. 


His  Confession. 

I  was  born  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  -in  the  parish  w$ 
Mi  iverton,  near  TauittoH-De^fi,  of  ver  y'  honest  parents, 
whose  care  w  as  to  bring  me  up  in  the  fear  and  service  of 
God,  having  no  other  child  besides  mo;  they  dying  left 
me  a  very  good  es  ate,  and  1  n  amed  a  very  beautiful 
young  woman  in  tne  neighbourhood,  not  much' inferior  t* 
tie  either  in  birth  or  fortune.  By  her  1  had  thr oe  fine 
children  -  but  her  beamy  proved  my  rule,  and  brought 
me,  through  my  own  jealousy, at  last,  to  this  igammuiou# 

death  1  arn  going  to  sutler. - 1  pray  God  preserve  all 

people  from  jealousy,  and  not  seller  them  to  be  misled  by 
the  Devil,  who  made  me  many  a  great  p  omise,  telitpg  me 
to  kill  my  wile  and  children,  and  puts  hading  me  that  she 
was  guilty  of  defiling  iny  bed?  and  other  heinous  offence# 
against  me. 

*  ;  v 

. 

After  desiring  the  prayers  of  all  good  Christians,  &n4 
forewarning  others  by  his  exu.mple;, he  was  turned  eif» 


{  *;) 

?ub«taiM’e  of  a  Serraom 

'■  PH  K  ACHED  ON  THAT  OCCASION 

By  the  itev.  Mr  ii  'i  LKR,  from 
jame's  i.  v.  im,  1 4,  15. 

«  L  e-  no  mao  say  when  he  is  empted,  I  am  tempted 
(»od,  for  God  can  ot  be  tempted  to  f-v.il,  neither  tempt- 
#th  he  any  r.a:  ;  bat  ever}  man  is  tempted  when  he  is 
drawn  away  of  his  own  lust,  anJ  enticed  ;  then,  whe* 
lust  hath  conceived,  it  brings  forth  sin*  and  sin,  whe* 
%s  iinished,  -bring  eth  forth  death.” 


MY  beloved,  the  words  of  my  test  ought  to  warn  us 

speedy  repentance,  so  that  w  e  may  be  prepared  for  our 
lat  ter  e  d,  by  amending  our  lives,  and  living  soberly,, 
righteously,  and  godly,  in  tills  present  life,  that  we  may 
ke  an  !e  par  akers  of  eternal  happiness  in  that  life  to 
tome;  a  nd,  indeed,  if  men  were  so  wise  as  to -consider 
thmr  latter  end,  it  would  be  the  chief  motive  to  make 
them  leave  their  sins  and  wickedness,  considering  that 
the  soul  never  dies,  but  must  have  a  being  to  all  eternity™ 
and  that  there  are  but  two  places  for  it  to  go  to,  either 
Heaven  or  Hell.  Therefore,  my  beloved,  let  me  earnest¬ 
ly  intreat  you  to  think  of  your  latter  end,  and  prepare 
for  eternal  happiness,  or  else  you  will  certainly  be  most 
smi-stuable.  44  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of 
thy  youth,  while  the  evil  day  comes  not,  nor  the  yeais 
&pp  roach,  w  herein  thou  shaft  say  ,  1  have  no  pleasure  in 
them.”  i'ccLis;.  xii.  1.  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman 
lias  but  a  short  time  ro  live;  a  id  it  highly  concerns  us  to 
»«ake  good  use  of  our  time  and  to  improve  it  to  the  best 
advantage  of  our  souls;  for,  beloved,  44  the  day  cometh 
-that  Ihal!  bum  as  an  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and 
ail  that  talk  eh  wickedly  shall  be  as  stubble,  and  tne  day 
that  cometh  snail  burn  them  up  saitii  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
that  it  snail  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch.” — — 
Mal.  iv.  l. 

,'Jn  •  v  I,  :  ' 


C  f  V 
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therefore  let.  mse  Intrent  yon,  as  you  fender  yittr  haffc. 
pSnesI,  not  to  defer  y  our  repentance  ’till  old  age ;  fbe 
we  see  by  experience,  that  not  one  in  a  thousand ..that 
takes  that  course  doth  ever  attain  a  to  it.  '  he  rich 
nan,  in  the  go.'- pel,  .promised  hirnself  many  years  to  live 
In  ease,  mirth,  Hi  d  fullness,  when  he  had  not  one  night 
longer  to  live;  so  mar  y  persons  falsely  promise  them- 
teives  the  age  of  many  years,  when  the  thr  ead  of  *  heir 
lives  is  drawn  to  an  end.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  ascribe* 
the  cause  of  the  Jew  s  sin,  a  nd  Jemmites,  to  this,  that 
*  they  remembered  not  their  latter  ecu.”  And  as 
touching  this  unhappy  gentlemen,  whom,  wo  fear,  is  now 
mncTer  the  Almighty  vengeance,  though  wo  ought  not 
positively  to  judge  in  such  cases  ;  if  he  had  lived  a  more 
sober  and  tempei  ate  life,  a  nd  instead  of  spending  his  pre» 
•ionstime  in  drinking,  and  pthe*  lewd  courses,  had  spent 
k  in  reading  the  scriptures,  and  hearing  good  sermons^ 
then  he  -  ad  never  came  to  such  a  dreadful  end  ;  and  w© 
feope  this  terrible  example  will  be  sufficient  warning  tm 
*11  wicked,  drunken,  and  profane  persons,  how  they  dar® 
ft)  provoke  God  in  such  an  audacious  manner.  Some¬ 
times  being  disguised  in  liquor  he  would  make  it  a  merit 
to  go  and  boar  a  sermo*;,  making  sport  at;  the  minister’* 
words,  contradicting  him,  and  making  banter  of  what  h@ 
heard  among  his  lewd  company.  But  in  the  midst  of  H* 
prophane  idolatry  the  judgments  c-f  (rod  overtook  him. 
Those  that  murmur  against  the  minister  and  teacher of 
Cod’s  word,  murmur  against  God  himself.”  Fxoi>.  xv?r8. 
As  for  all  such  wicked  and  blasp  hemous  persons,  thajfc 
follow  such  lewd  courses^ it  is  the  intinife  mercy  of  God^ 
that  they  are  not  iusta  Iv  consumed,  a>  d  sru  i  hit® 
those  torments  never  to  have  an  end,  where  the  worm 
<db-t]h  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.”  T©  the  intent 
that  other  may  take  timely  warding  of  fh»  beastly  sin  of 
d'  ur  ke’  ness,  it  is -this da)  preached  before  you,  and  Shalt 
fee  published  for  the-  use  of  mm  >  rrore.  The  first,  w® 
■find  in  Scripture  gvd‘y  of  this's*  is  k'oah,  a  l?  <!e  belV  r© 

had  %mu  the  world,  except  eight  jpersoii^  destroyed  10 


(  *  ) 


#iP  aiA  ffiei?  iwhat  was  the  eettiwqtietflef  wfcy.k# 

v  exposed  his  *  akedness,  arid  gave  occasion  t» 
Isis  ycnM  »(•«♦  ««*.:  to  dei  ide  and  despise  him,  which  caused 
Mir  to  Iff  y  9  guevdixs  curse  up@u  him,  which  had  not  be,m. 
M  the  sin  Gad  not  happened. 


*1  herefore  let  me  earnestly  intreat  yjm  to  think  up©» 
join  latter  end,  a  id  prepare  yourselves  for  sternal  hap-  - 
pin  ess.  Pray  to  God  t®  give  you  grace,  and  keep  y©fc 
from  ail  temptations. 

The-  grace  of  out  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love 
#ed  be  with  you  all  evermore. 


We  whose  nsmes  are  Goto  setj  do  certify  this  relati¬ 
on  to  be  fri%  and  desire  that  it  may  be  publish- 
■a,  as  a  timely  warning  to  ail  people? 


SfR  HEVRY  B  TTERT  OX 
S/a  JO il\  FARRINGTON* 


HUM  PRY  BROOM,  ) 
SAM  URL  UiSHRR.  f 
■ROBERT  -ASilFO&D.  ( 
JAMES  JEFFERIES,  > 


